
 

 

 

 

March 2010                                 Long Beach Branch, Vol. 39 Issue 7 

By Carol Smith, VP Programs   
Saturday, March, 2010 

Gerrie Schipske – Rosie the Riveter in Long Beach                                                       

 

Our March presentation will be "Rosie the Riveter in Long Beach".   During WWII, an unprecedented number 

of women throughout the nation took jobs at aircraft plants, shipyards and munitions factories to produce the 

materials that were essential to winning the war.  Affectionately called "Rosie the Riveter" after a popular 1943 

song, thousands of these women worked at the Douglas Aircraft Plant in Long Beach.  Working together, they 

riveted, welded, installed and assembled, making bombers, war planes and cargo transports.   

 Our presenter is Gerrie Schipske, Long Beach Councilwoman for the 5th District.  A 1973 graduate of the 

UC Irvine Department of History, Ms. Schipske also holds degrees in nursing science, legislative affairs and law.  

She has taught women's studies, political science and public administration at CSULB and has written two books:  

Rosie the Riveter in Long Beach and Early Aviation in Long Beach.  In 2007, she sponsored legislation to name a 

park in Long Beach "Rosie the Riveter Park" in honor of the women who worked at the Douglas Aircraft Plant 

during WWII.  The park is adjacent to the former Douglas Aircraft Plant.  The park, which is currently in 

development, is designed to provide a memorial to the work of the women who gave so much to support the war 

effort in WWII.  It includes a walking path that takes visitors back to the time when Long Beach was engaged in the 

war effort, memorial scenes and a Victory rose garden, a walk through life-size sculptures of two women riveters 

and an interpretive center with memorabilia and displays. 

  WWII changed societal attitudes that had traditionally limited the type of work that was acceptable for 

women.  Ms. Schipske's presentation will help us remember the many contributions and sacrifices that the women 

of Long Beach and their families made in WWII, and how their important work contributed to the evolution of the 

role of women in modern society and in the workplace. 
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  ************************************************************************************************************ 

AAUW's Mission Statement: AAUW  advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research. 

AAUW's Value Promise:  By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic 

barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

B r a n c h   N e w s 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join AAUW Long Beach members and others to see Ɂ'ÈÓÍɯÛÏÌɯ

2Òàɂ inspired by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists Nicholas 

*ÙÐÚÛÖÍɀÚɯÈÕËɯ2ÏÌÙàÓɯ6Ü#ÜÕÕɀÚɯ NY Times bestseller which 

follows the stories of extraordinary women around the world as 

they struggle to overcome  oppressive problems and give hope to 

us all that life can be improved. 

The event is co-sponsored by CARE-founded in 1945 is a leading 

humanitarian organization fighting global poverty. 

Members who wish to have dinner together can meet at 

#È×ÏÕÌɀÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÖËɯÊÖÜÙÛɯÈÛɯƚ/, before going to the movies. 

If interested in attending and for more information, please 

contact Flo Pickett flopickett@earthlink.net  

or 562 421-5348.  www.ncm.com/fathom  for more information. 

 

Now get ready for LACIC's next meeting. It is a joint meeting with San Fernando Valley Branch . The speaker is AAUW CA's 

legislative advocate Charlotte Newhart: 

Sunday, March 28, 2-4 p.m.  The Regency Room, Pickwick Gardens, 1001 Riverside Drive, Burbank 91506 

Buffet luncheon, $25/person Reservation deadline: March 24, Contact: Ginny Hatfield, LACIC Vice Chair 

   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
Planned Monthly Branch Meetings 

 

 

3/6/10 Gerrie Schipske, Long Beach Councilwoman  

 Leisure World Clubhouse #4 

 Seal Beach 

 

Prospective New Members 

Welcome at Every Meeting 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

 
Executive Committee meetings (elected officers) are held at the home of Judith Kaho.  PleasÌɯÉÌɯÈÛɯ)ÜËÐÛÏɀÚɯÉàɯƚȯƗƔɯ

PM.  Elected board members are expected to attend each board meetingɭ Please contact Pat Ferrer, 562 -597-4781, 

panderoh@aol.com or Frances Rozner, 562 -438-0202, frozner3@verizon.net or frozner@scco.edu , if you are unable to 

attend. 

Dates:  4/19    *Second Monday 

 

The Full Board meetings are held at the Iacoboni Library on Clark Ave, Lakewood, across the street from the Home 

Depot.  The meeting will begin promptly at 6:00 PM.  Meet and greet and refreshments will start at 5:30 PM.  All 

elected board members and appointed officers are expected to attend; appointed Chairs are invited.  Please notify one 

of the co-Presidents (see above) if you cannot attend a meeting.  

Dates:  5/17 (Joint meeting with outgoing and incoming boards) 

 

Any Branch member is welcome to attend any Board meeting.  Please let one of the co-Presidents know if you plan 

to attend and are not a member of the Board. 

 
AAUW-LONG BEACH WEBSITE:  http://www.aauw-longbeach.org  

AAWU eMail Address:  AAUWLongBeach@gmail.com  

mailto:flopickett@earthlink.net
http://www.ncm.com/fathom
http://www.pickwickgardensconferencecenter.com/
mailto:ginfinlit@yahoo.com
mailto:panderoh@aol.com
mailto:frozner3@verizon.net
mailto:frozner@scco.edu
http://www.aauw-longbeach.org/
mailto:AAUWLongBeach@gmail.com
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CO-PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE   

Patricia Ferrer & Frances Rozner 

3ÏÌɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÖÍɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯÛÖɯÔÐÕËɯ1ÖËÎÌÙÚɀɯÈÕËɯ'ÈÔÔÌÙÚÛÌÐÕɅÚɯ)ÜÕÌɯÐÚɯ!ÜÚÛÐÕɅɯ.ÜÛɯ ÓÓɯ.ÝÌÙɯÍÙÖÔɯ"ÈÙÖÜÚÌÓȯɯɯɆMarch 

came in like a lion--a whippin' up the water in the bay."  Women whose actions often whipped up this nation were frequently 

ignored by historians.  March is Women's History Month.  The purpose of National Women's History Month 

(www.nwhp.org) is to recognize and celebrate the diverse and historic accomplishments of women by providing 

information and educational materials and programs.  The theme of this year's celebration is Writing Women Back into 

History.  Our March 6 branch meeting speaker, Gerrie Schipske, will talk about the story of the women who worked in the 

Long Beach, California aircraft plant that produced the mighty bombers, fierce attack planes and gigantic troop/cargo 

tankers that helped the United States win World War II.  It is the story of how these women came to Long Beach and 

became known as 'Rosie the Riveter' (www.lbrosie.org).  Join us at the Rossmoor Leisure World for this timely and 

interesting program.  Bring your checkbook because Gerrie's book," Rosie the Riveter in Long Beach" will be available for 

purchase. 

 

March 8 is International Women's Day.  On March 4, many branch members, meeting at Long Beach Town Center, will 

celebrate International Women's Day by viewing Ɂ'ÈÓÍɯÛÏÌɯ2Òàɯ+(5$ȵɂ by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists Nicholas 

Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn.  The world-wide presentation is hosted by Andrea Mitchell and features musical 

performances, celebrity commenÛÈÙàɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯ×ÙÌÔÐÌÙÌɯÖÍɯɁ6ÖÐÕÌÚÏÌÛȮɂɯÈɯÚÏÖÙÛɯÍÐÓÔɯÉàɯ ÊÈËÌÔàɯ ÞÈÙËəɯÞÐÕÕÌÙɯ

Marisa Tomei and Lisa Leone.  See Flo Pickett's article for details about when and where to join up with branch members. 

 

If you were not at our February Branch meeting, you missed an attention-grabbing speech by Bonnie Lowenthal, the 

Assemblymember for the 54th district, which includes most of the city of Long Beach and the communities residing on 

the Palos Verde Peninsula .  Assemblymember Lowenthal discussed the challenges of being a first term assembly member 

, the dire budget situation facing the State and possible impact to the safety net for the poor, and her interest in women 

prisoner issues.  If you wish to contact Assemblymember Lowenthal, visit her webpage at www.asm.ca.gov/lowenthal or 

at her District Office: 110 Pine Avenue, Suite 804, Long Beach CA 90802, Tel: (562) 495-2915. 

We plan to be out of our office at St. Luke's by the end of June--if not earlier.  If you donated something to AAUW Long 

Beach or have, something stored there and you DO NOT want it kept by the Long Beach Historical Society or perhaps 

even tossed, please contact Carolyn Magnuson immediately to make arrangements to pick up your item(s).   We will be 

renting a very small storage spot to keep only those documents we are required to by law or policy such as the minutes 

and 7 years of treasurer records. 

Thank you again for your support and hard work.  The accomplishments of the branch are only due to the enthusiastic 

participation of its members. 
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****************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 Educational Foundation News 
By Dianne Bradfield & Betty Shaw ɬ co-Educational Foundation VPs 

Contributions to the EF Fund have continued to come in.  Thank you letters have been sent to each donor with our 

appreciation! 

If you haven't already read the AAUW Funds News for January 2010, our own Sharon Westafer has written an inspiring 

article about Kelley Deetz, a doctoral candidate and a recipient of an American  Fellowship.  Your contributions do make 

a difference!   

Thank you! 

By the time you receive this issue of the Vantage, we will have had an enjoyable night of Bunco at Barbara Cottrell's 

home.  This was another EF Fundraiser and we appreciate Barbara's hospitality!  Thanks  to those who attended! 

More than 30 people have reserved tickets to our March 12th fundraiser at the Long Beach Playhouse to see "The 

Hollow."  We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

2010 Tech Trek Fundraising Continues  
Linda Patten & Anne Supple, Co-Chairs 

Act Now! 

It is not too late to make your donation to send middle-school girls to Tech Trek this year!  Mail donations to: Tech Trek 

Committee, 19615 Jeffrey Cir., Cerritos, CA 90703.  Please make check out to: AAUW-CA SPF, your donation will be fully 

tax deductible.  Even though we have had a successful year, the branch will be sponsoring six girls, if you have not had a 

chance to be a part of this important branch activity and help a middle-school girl change the direction of her life, mail 

your donation before February 20, 2010.  Please see the branch website at www.aauw-longbeach.org to read the thank 

you letters written by our campers from last year as well as photos of a sampling of classes from the 2008 Tech Trek at 

Whittier College.   

 

We are a wonderful, caring group: Barbara Boswick and Frances LaMar have sponsored one girl each (at a cost of $800), 

our other generous donations were Carolyn Chambers who donated $400 and Ellen Mathis $200.  A special thank you 

goes to them as well as those branch members who have already liberally contributed.  You too can be a part of the actual 

Tech Trek experience, if you would like to work at UC Irvine or help prepare for the girls call 562/402-6831 and an 

http://www.aauw-longbeach.org/
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application will be sent to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

International Cuisine Outing  

Betty Ann Rauch 

International Cuisine is celebrating St Patrick's Day a day early.  We will meet at Hennessey's Grill at 6 pm on Tuesday, 

March 16, Hennessey's Grill, 143 Main Street, Seal Beach, 562-598-6456, RSVP to Betty Ann Rauch by 3/15, 562-431-6679, 

brauch2@roadrunner,com.  All are welcomed - Irish or not! 

 

 

AAUW Long Beach New Address 

In preparation of our move out of St. Luke's, the branch has acquired a post office box at the Los Altos post office 

(officially Bryant Station), which is next door to Trader Joe's.  Please use the following address for future correspondence. 

AAUW Long Beach Branch 

PO Box 15-023 

Long Beach, CA  90815 

By: Pat Aldridge  

Board Brief 

The Board of Directors met on January 18, 2010 at 6 pm at the home of Frances Rozner.   

The following motions were voted on: 

Gail Morrison made the following motion:  Motion:  I move the bills will be paid for this month.  Motion passed 

Kay Hudnall made the following motion: Motion:  (ɯÔÖÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕɯÈÜÛÏÖÙɀÚɯÍÜÕËɯÙÈÐÚÐÕÎɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

Education Fund in 2010.   Motion passed 

Diane Bradfield made the following motion:  Motion:  I move that EF have items for sale at the May 15, 2010 Garden 

Party.  Motion passed. 

Fay Denny made the following motion:  Motion:  I move that President, Pat Ferrer, request a certified copy of the 

Articles of Incorporation for the Long Beach Branch of AAUW and authorize the expenditure of $20.00 for the copy 

from Sacramento.  Motion passed 

Linda Patten made the following two motions:  Motion:  I move that we withdraw the funds at City National Bank, 

the bank that took over Imperial Capital Bank, which ÓÖÞÌÙÌËɯÛÏÌɯ"#ɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛȮɯÛÖɯÈɯÉÈÕÒɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈÚɯÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯƕɀƕƔǔɯÍÖÙɯÈɯ

6-month CD and 1.5% for a 12-month CD.  These monies are to be moved by January 31, 2010.   

Motion:  I move that we deduct $1000 from the City National/Imperial Capital Certificate of Deposit (#2) to fund 

ÊÓÖÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈËØÜÈÙÛÌÙÚɯÈÛɯ2Ûȭɯ+ÜÒÌɀÚɯ$×ÐÚÊÖ×ÈÓɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÈÕËɯÔÖÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÐÛÌÔÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɯÈÕËɯÈɯÚÛÖÙÈÎÌɯ

room that will be determined by the moving committee.  Motions passed. 

 
 

mailto:brauch2@roadrunner,com
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*********************************************************************************************** 

By: Flo Pickett     Public Policy   

 

Public policy is defined as the general plan of action adopted by a government to get things done.  

/ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚɯÐÚɯËÌÍÐÕÌËɯÈÚɯɁÔÈÕÌÜÝÌÙÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÈɯÎÙÖÜ×.ɂ  Almost all public policy is political.  AAUW has always 

been political as has been the education of women in this country and still is in many countries. 

When women fought for 60 years- a lifetime- to get the vote and achieved it in 1920, we committed ourselves to being 

political. 

 

Getting the vote was controversial and the majority of women did not involve themselves with it.  

It was considered very radical at the time. Nice women did not agitate. However, some women continued to agitate to 

open doors of education and opportunities for themselves and their daughters. We all are the beneficiaries of this 

agitation and struggle and we need to pay it forward. 

 

If our mission really is to advance equity for women and girls then we must continue the struggle to make policies that 

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÜÚȭɯ3ÖËÈàɀÚɯ  46ɯËÖÌÚɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌɯÐÛÚÌÓÍɯÖÕɯÈÓÓɯÓÌÝÌÓÚɯÐÕɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯ×ÖÓÐÊàɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÊÐÈÓɯ

to women. We on the Public Policy Committee hope that our members will each grow in awareness of issues that AAUW 

supports, and join in supporting the issues of special interest to each of us. 

Each member can learn about AAUW public policy advocacy by going to www.aauw.org  Type in public policy and hit 

Ɂ&Öɂɯ.ÙɯÎÖɯËÐÙÌÊÛÓàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯɁ3ÈÒÌɯ ÊÛÐÖÕɂ section.  Find the issues that most appeal to you and join us is helping create 

American public policy. 

****************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

Courtesy   

By Mary Orr 

The Gourmet group attended the touching celebration of life at the Long Beach Yacht Club honoring Evelyn Flam.  She 

was loved and will be greatly missed. 

Just learned of the deaths of former members, Eleanor Shultz and Katie McCaffrey (a bridge player). No further details. 

Violette Dwyer had successful knee surgery in December.  She is well on the road to recovery now. 

HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY and birthday greetings to all March honorees! 

"There is gold, a multitude of rubies, but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.ɂ  (Bible quote) 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
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************************************************************************************************************ 

AAUW News   
 

Hallman Attends Health Sector Assembly 

AAUW Executive Director Linda Hallman continues to be invited to the prestigious Health Sector Assembly 

and now serves on its advisory committee. Her involvement began when she was the executive director of 

the American Medical Women's Association. The assembly is an annual gathering of health care 

constituencies including employers, consumers, government, foundations, industry, economists, and 

selected providers. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT:  AAUW Vantage (USPS 361-850) is published monthly except in July and September by the Long Beach 

Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW), 525 E. 7th Street #117, Long Beach 90813.  Periodical postage paid at 

Long Beach, CA.  Postmaster: send address changes for AAUW Vantage to 525 E. 7th Street, #117, Long Beach, CA 90813. 

 

 AAUW BRANCH MEETING 
Saturday, March 6, 2010 

 

Social:          9:30-10:00am 
Business Meeting:  10:00-11:00am 
Program:    11:00-12:00pm 
Lunch:        12:00-1:00pm 
 
Place:     Leisure World Clubhouse #4 
 Seal Beach, CA.  90740 
 
Menu:   

Chicken Salad  
Fruit 
Rolls & butter 
Éclairs 
Coffee & Tea 

 
  
  
 Price:  $10.00 per person 
 
  

RSVP by February 26, 2010 
  

Questions:  Jean Aldrich (562) 430-8688 or Linda Johnson 
(562) 431-2135 

  
Those making a dinner reservation have made a financial 
commitment and refunds shall not be made. 

  

 

RESERVATION RETURN 
Send your registration and check payable to AAUW Long 
Beach Branch.  Please mail to Jean Friedrichs, 2912 
Walker Lee Dr., Los Alamitos, CA  90720,  562-598-9218 

Deadline for Reservations, February 26, 2010 
 

Member(s) 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Phone (Day) ______________ Evening 
_______________ 
Guest(s) 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
Address(s) 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 
No. of Reservations ____   Amount Enclosed _________ 
 
 

I would like to make ____ reservation(s) for the meeting 
and program only. 
 

 

_____________________________________________

___ 
 
No. of Reservations ____   Amount Enclosed _________ 
 
 

I would like to make ____ reservation(s) for the meeting 
and program only. 
 

 
  

RSVP by December 31, 2009 
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   In principle and practice, AAUW values 
   in addition, seeks a diverse membership.  There 
   shall be no barriers to full participation in 
   this organization on the basis of gender, 
   race, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
   national origin or disability. 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor:  Darci Fersch ɬ de.fersch1@verizon.net  

 

INTEREST GROUPS   
Public Policy:   Please contact Betty Ann Rauch 562-431-6679 for information. 

Bridge Group:   Friday Bridge, 2nd Friday of the month 9:30-12N (contact) Cathy Cunningham 562/424-3166 

Book Chat:     Call Jean Friedrichs for information, everyone is welcome.  
 . 

Literary Ladies:    Meets the second Monday ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÈÛɯ)ÌÈÕɯ ÓËÙÐÊÏɀÚɯÏÖÔÌɯƕ/, 

 

Antiques and Collectibles:  Antiques and Collectibles will meet at Barbara Gleason's home on FRIDAY, March 19 at 1:00 pm.  

Please bring a new find or a treasure to show. 
 

Residential Renters Discussion Group: Residential Renters Discussion Group.  We will meet at 221 Bennett Avenue, on 

February 17th, at 10:00am.  We welcome anyone with an interest in residential rentals to our meetings.  Reservations are not required 

but an email/call to Joan at jwg221@aol.com or Ellen Mathis at epmathis@verizon.net will ensure there is a chair at the table for you. 

 

Community Connections:   This group concentrates on collecting and packaging personal care packets for the students at the 

Mary Bethune Center, an LBUSD school for homeless students.  

mailto:de.fersch1@verizon.net
mailto:jwg221@aol.com
mailto:epmathis@verizon.net

